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The Fierce Green Fire
A Newsletter of the Wofford College Environmental Studies Program

Monday evening’s
eco-poetry
workshop at the
Goodall Center

Volume 4, Issue 17
Poets Taylor and Gifford Visit ENVS by John Lane

Gifford poses in the ENVS
courtyard with our mural of,
naturalist and writer, John Muir.

Taylor sports his new TLAR river
hat while visiting the ENVS office.

Last week poet and Eco-critic David
Taylor completed a road trip from
Texas with a visit at Wofford. David
shared his poetry with us and talked
about his research into
interdisciplinary collaborations
between writers and environmental
scientists. On Wednesday afternoon
he floated from Clifton to Goldmine
Road and wrote about the trip; his
reflections will appear this spring on
our new Thinking Like a River
website.
This week we plucked eco-poet and
literary critic Terry Gifford from the
friendly skies as he jetted from the
UK to California to keynote a John
Muir conference. He bivouacked for
a few nights here in Spartanburg to
lead an eco-poetry workshop at the
Goodall Center, to lecture in ENVS
202 about the distinctions between
the age-old pastoral and the more
modern post-pastoral literary

traditions, and to read a few of his
own poems to interested students.
It rained the entire time he was
here, but we were able to brace
against the weather and show Terry
the roaring chocolate river, our
resident red-shoulder hawks, and a
stand of may-apple beginning to
emerge in the gray woods. With
Terry's presence in our program we
all engaged a lively and dynamic
connection between poetry and
serious thinking about the frames
we place around the natural world.

Taylor floated from Clifton to
Goldmine Road on Wednesday
afternoon as part of our TLAR
initiative.
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Upcoming Events and Opportunities
March 21st

The Natural Sciences & Engineering Seminar Series 2014: Dr. Andrew Clark, Assistant
Professor of Biology, College of Charleston, will speak on Biomechanics of Hagfishes:
Sausages with Sharp Teeth and Loose Skin. 4:30pm – refreshments, 5:00pm – seminar; in
Health Education Complex 2039 on USC Upstate campus.

March 22nd

Spartanburg Area Conservancy: Workday at the Cottonwood Trail/Griffin Preserve
property from 9:00am-noon. Volunteers will meet at the Woodburn Road parking
area. Please bring wheelbarrows, rakes, shovels, and pitchforks. Work gloves and
shoes that can get wet/dirty are also advised. Please call 948-0000 or email Andrew,
andrew@spartanburgconservancy.org if you would like to help.

March 26th

FRESH: A documentary about the healthy and sustainable food movement will be
showing in McMillan Theater, Student Life Building at 7:00pm.

March 31st

Fierce Green Fire Meeting: Next meeting in BSA 1 at 8:30pm.

April 6th

Locavore Workshop: Goodall Outreach Coordinator and locavore, Haley Briel will
give an interactive lecture about eating locally, complete with some fresh food! Join us
at 2:00pm in Glendale!

April 18th

Deadline to apply for 2014 Paddle Nation Project Grants: Outdoor Nation is pleased to
announce that it is accepting applications from non-profit organizations who are
interested in connecting young Americans with their waterways through recreational
paddling. This funding opportunity ($2500) supports pioneering projects and initiatives
that are youth-developed and that result in increased paddling participation. Go to
http://outdoornation.org/ for more information.

April 25th

Deadline to apply for undergraduate research position: Early June-Mid August-$4300
stipend with food & lodging. Apply to Chris.Ray@colorado.edu (electronic submissions
only) with Niwot Ridge Long-Term Ecological Research Site and University of
Colorado Mountain Research Station. Application materials: Resume/CV, detailed
cover letter and two letters of recommendation.
Deadline to apply to be a Bartram Fellow with Fall Line South Field Institute: Visit
http://www.falllinesouth.org/ to learn more about this summer opportunity. Camp dates
are June 6-15. College-aged leaders need to interact with high school-aged students
and assist camp instructors in an outdoor environment.

May 9th

PROFILE OF THE WEEK:
University of Michigan – School of Natural Resources and Environment
The University of Michigan, located in Ann
Arbor, established the School of Natural Resources
in 1950. This was the first program of its kind in the
world. In 1992 the name was changed to the School
of Natural Resources and Environment (SNRE).
It offers two master’s degrees, an MS in Natural
Resources and Environment and an MLA in
Landscape Architecture.
Students in the MS program specialize in one of
eight fields of study, including Aquatic Sciences,

Behavior, Education and Communication,
Conservation Biology, Environmental Informatics,
Environmental Justice, Environmental Policy and
Planning, Sustainable Systems, and Terrestrial
Ecosystems.
There is also a doctoral program that offers a
PhD in Natural Resources and Environment and in
Landscape Architecture. To learn more about the
program, visit http://www.snre.umich.edu/about_snre
LET’S GO TERRIERS!
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